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Buy MBE Pledge  

 

I challenge OhioMBE readers to spend at least 

$25 with minority owned businesses during the 

2011 holiday season.I believe this could have 
quite the positive impact on Ohioõs minority 

owned businesses.According to a poll by Con-

sumer Reports, shoppers last year spent $896 

on average for holiday gifts.  

 
Minority businesses I encourage you to estab-

lish an advertising budget.You cannot afford not 

to promote your product or service in some form 

of media.Your customers are looking for you.  

 

What if public funding were cut?  
 

According to news reports the economy is tough 

and isnõt growing fast enough.Tax revenues are 

down and small business ownership is still im-

portant. Politicians will again have to make 
tough choices and will continue to make cuts to 

balance budgets.What would you do if public 

dollars were no longer used to fund programs 

that provide assistance to minority owned busi-

nesses?Do you use the services of a nonprofit 

agency that receives public funding to provide 
business training, loans/financing or contract-

ing and networking opportunities?Are these pro-
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Facts about American Small Business:  
 
¶ There are 28 million small businesses in 

the U.S. --  which outnumber corporations 
1162 to 1  

 

¶ 70% of small businesses are owned and 
operated by a single person  

 
¶ Small businesses employ 57% of the 

country's private workforce  
  
¶ Small businesses pay 44% of U.S. payroll  

 
¶ It takes just 6 days to start a business in the US, compared to a whop-

ping 38 days in China.  It costs 6x as much to start a business in India 
than in the US  

 
¶ Immigrants make up 12.5% of small business owners nationwide  

 
¶ Only 2% of small businesses are franchises --  most (54%) are home -based  

 
¶ 60 to 80% of all new jobs come from small businesses  
 
Source:  BusinessInsider.com  
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The 912 Group is an Ohio certified Minority Owned 
and EDGE business.  

State Launches Tax Credit Program to 
Spur Investments in Small Businesses  
 

The Ohio Department of Development, in 
collaboration with the Ohio Department of 
Taxation, recently announced the launch of 
InvestOhio, the highly -anticipated $100 
million effort to spur investments in Ohio's 
small businesses.  
 
InvestOhio encourages investments of up to 
$10 million in eligible small businesses in 
exchange for a 10 percent income tax credit 
for investments held for two years. Eligible 
small businesses must have less than $50 
million in assets or less than $10 million in 
annual sales.  
 
"With more than 900,000 small businesses 

in Ohio, InvestOhio will help them get the 
capital they need to create jobs," said Chris-
tiane Schmenk, Director of the Ohio De-
partment of Development. "We want to give 
potential investors a reason to look at 
Ohio's small business by making Ohio more 
jobs -friendly."  
 
InvestOhio will have a two -phase applica-
tion process. To help guard against fraud, 
both investors and small businesses will 
register through the Ohio Business Gate-
way. The registration process will launch 
November 14, 2011. An investment applica-
tion process will launch the first week of 
December. This will allow all users to famil-
iarize themselves with this new program be-
fore the application process begins.  
 
Over the next week and up to the December 
application launch, the state is encouraging 
interested small businesses and investors 
to educate themselves on the program 
rules, which can be found, along with help-
ful tutorials, at http://
www.development.ohio.gov/InvestOhio/
InvestOhio.htm.  

Computer equipment up for bid  

 
Computer and other electronic equipment 
will be among the wide variety of items 
available for bid at the State of Ohio miscel-
laneous property auction Saturday, Nov. 
19.  
 
The auction will be held at the Ohio Depart-
ment of Administrative Services, General 
Services Division headquarters, 4200 Sur-
face Road, Columbus, 43228. The doors 
open at 8 a.m.; the auction begins at 9 a.m.  
 
Available electronic equipment includes 
computers, monitors and radio equipment. 
Other items include a riding lawn mower, 
kitchen equipment and tools as well as 
three generators, including a 45 kW genera-

tor.  
 
Purchased items must be paid for in full the 
day of the sale. Cash and credit cards are 
accepted. All methods of payment other 
than cash must be approved by the auc-
tioneers, Cassel & Associates.  
 
For more information, please contact Jim 
Rooker at 614.466.7636 or visit the DAS 
State and Federal Surplus Services website 
at www.ohio.gov/surplus.  

What happened to Diversity 
Bridge?  
 
Whatever happened to the Columbus 
Chamber of Commerceõs Diversity Bridge?  
Touted as an economic development suc-
cess for the minority and female business 
community by several Columbus City Coun-
cil members, the site appears not have been 
maintained since July 2011. City Council 
has passed two separate pieces of legisla-
tion to fund Diversity Bridge.  The Colum-
bus Chamber received $68,000 in 2008.   In 
December of 2010, City Council allocated 
an additional $50,000 of taxpayer dollars to 
administer the website.   
 

Have the minority and female business 
community received a positive return from 

the Cityõs investment?  According to the Di-
versity Bridge website:   Diversity Bridge is a 
one-stop gateway for businesses, service 
providers, governmental agencies, educa-
tional institutions and community leaders. 
The Diversity Bridge Web Portal saves you 
time by directing you to the diverse resources 
and opportunities that exist in the Greater 
Columbus community.  
 

In our examination of the web portal over 
the past several months, we have observed  
the following:  
 
¶ Only four calendar events were listed in 

October and one event listed for Novem-
ber and December.  Typically area ser-
vice providers posted upcoming events 
sponsored by their non -profit organiza-
tions.  Ironically no Chamber events are 
listed on the Diversity Bridge calendar.  

 
¶ There are no bid opportunities posted on 

the website.  
 

¶ In 2011, only one member was profiled 
on the site.  
 

¶ After April 2011, only five correspon-
dences were forwarded to Diversity 
Bridge members:  June 14, June 21, 
June 26, July 6 and October 25.  In 
2009 and 2010, email blasts were for-
warded to Diversity Bridge users on a 
weekly basis.  
 

¶ The site has approximately 600 minor-
ity, female and disadvantaged busi-
nesses listed in the business directory.  

 
We asked Chamber President Michael Dalby 

Diversity (Continued on page 4) 
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THE  L AW  ACCORDING  TO M OSES TM  

 

Put a Lien on It.   
 
By Ambrose Moses, III  
 
Letõs talk about the basics of Ohioõs Mechan-
ics Lien Laws.   
 
How can contractors get liens for work or materials provided?  
When someone improves property and is not paid for the work or 
materials provided, they are considered a creditor.  Ohio law grants 
that creditor a lien upon the improved property in the amount of the 
unpaid billing. That is the simple concept behind Ohio's Mechanics 
Lien Law.  
 
The details of the simple concept of the mechanics lien can be com-
plex. Owners need to know how to avoid mechanics liens on their 
property and how to eliminate liens once they are filed.  
 
At the same time, parties who have provided improvements to real 
property must understand the requirement for filing a lien in order 
to maximize their chances of getting paid.  
 
What is a "mechanics lien"?  Ohio law provides contractors, labor-
ers and materialmen with mechanics lien claims to secure priority 
in payment for the value of work performed and materials furnished 
in constructing, improving, or repairing a building or other struc-
ture. A mechanics lien attaches to the land as well as buildings and 
improvements to the land.  
 
Who is entitled to file a mechanics lien? Ohio Revised Code 
§1311.02 provides a mechanics lien to contractors, laborers or ma-
terialmen who do work in furtherance of a contract to improve real 
estate entered into with the property owner, a lessee or a general 
contractor. In addition, mechanics liens can be obtained by archi-
tects, engineers, and demolition companies.  
 
How does a claimant perfect its mechanics lien?  In order to per-
fect a mechanics lien, the lien claimant must prepare and timely file 
an affidavit with the county recorder in the county where the prop-
erty is located.    
 
Ohio law details what the affidavit must state and provides time 
limits for the mechanics lien claimants to file the affidavit of me-
chanics lien and to serve the affidavit upon the owner.   
Disputes happen. No amount of planning can eliminate all possible 

disputes. Owners and contractors alike should be well aware of the 
provisions of the mechanics lien statute to ensure they take timely 
action to protect their rights.  
 
Because this is a complicated area of the law, legal assistance is of-
ten advisable. If you cannot prepare an affidavit for mechanicsõ lien 
in house or have questions about doing so, make sure that you con-
sult with legal counsel.  
 
Protect yourself.    

 
Ambrose Moses, III  is an attorney with Moses Law Office .   

Email: info@MosesLaw.pro . Telephone: (614) 418 -7898.  

Rep. Alicia Reece wants One Stop Certification 
for Minority Businesses in Ohio  
 
Bill will Streamline Minority Business Certification Process  
 
State Representative Alicia Reece (D -Cincinnati) announced recently 
that she will introduce legislation to streamline the certification 
process for minority owned businesses. Her bill will create a one 
stop statewide certification that can be utilized by state and local 
municipalities as well as private sector businesses.  
 
In addition to state set -aside goals, many local municipalities main-
tain goals of contracting a certain percentage of business to minor-
ity owned businesses.  
 
However, many of these municipalities have their own certification 
processes, adding layers of paperwork, duplication, and confusion 
for business owners. This bill will cut red tape by creating one cen-

tral location for the certification required for these companies to bid 
on certain projects.  
 
"As we look at ways to cut red tape and remove barriers to doing 
business in Ohio, we must look at the multiple certification proc-
esses. Minority businesses spend more time filling out certification 
paperwork than getting business and creating jobs," said Rep. Alicia 
Reece, who is on the Small Business and Economic Development 
Committee.  

grams of benefit to your business? Do you have a plan to fill the void of the 
potential loss of these valuable and needed resources?  

 

OhioMBE  recently questioned candidates for the Columbus City Council 

on issues pertaining to minority businesses.Many proclaimed support of 

several reputable nonprofit agencies that provide relevant, quality and nec-

essary services to promote and foster an environment for the growth and 
economic development of small businesses.They also vowed to continue to 

support and promote minority businesses. OhioMBE applauds Councilõs 

attempts to cultivate a vibrant minority business community. It is vital to 

the growth of MBEs that funding continues for programs and organizations 

that are committed and have a proven track record of advocating for mi-
nority owned businesses and inclusion.  

 

Diversity and inclusion are popular buzzwords in business, particularly 

with contracting.Everyone wants to state publicly that they are in support 

of minority businesses.Actions are what matter. The struggles of minority 

businesses are too important to make light of or trivialize.It is not enough 
to provide funding for a project.  Efforts must always be made to insure 

that those receiving public funds are actually providing the agreed upon 

services and that the taxpayers are getting a great rate of return on the 

publicõs investment. 

 
Just my thoughts --- RWB  

Notes (Continued from page 1) 

 

http://moseslaw.pro
mailto:info@MosesLaw.pro
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Ohio Business Development Group 
Webinar Wednesday 

 

¶ Is Your LLC Complete?  Do you have all 
the necessary components of a LLC?  
Whatôs an operating agreement?  Board 
meetings with myself?  December 14 @ 
11:30 and 6:00 pm. 
 

 

Register at www.OhioBDG.com 
 

These are online events.  You will need access to the internet, a computer, a  
microphone and speakers to participate. 

www.OhioDiversityNetwork.com  
produced by  The 912 Group 

¶ Bid Opportunities  
¶ Calendar of Events  
¶ Certification Info  
¶ Resources  

The 912 Group and OhioMBE reach over 10,000  
minority, women and  disadvantaged  

businesses.   
 

Connecting you to the MBE  community.  

a series of questions regarding Diversity Bridge.  
 
How are the public funds allocated by the City Council being used by 
the Chamber for Diversity Bridge?  
 
The Columbus Chamber is pleased that the City Council and City of 
Columbus have provided financial support for Diversity Bridge and 
continue to be supportive of the initiative. As stewards of the re-
sources provided to us, we have consistently allocated the use of 
those funds as outlined in the agreement between the City of Co-
lumbus and the Columbus Chamber.  
 
How is the Chamber engaging area service providers to participate in 
Diversity Bridge?  
  
As we continue to re -examine our strategies for the sustainable suc-
cess of the initiative, we will continue to include service providers as 
they are a valued component to the ongoing success of the initia-
tive.  Additionally, we continue to engage with a number of service 
providers through phone calls, meetings and correspondence.  
 
Why has participation from service providers dropped from Diversity 
Bridge?  
 
Participation by service providers has changed due to our redefining 
their role and relationship to Diversity Bridge.  Their input has been 
utilized regarding the design of Diversity Bridge and determining 
what information was important for the calendar function, etc.  

Diversity Bridge (Continued from page 2) 

Get Green and Save Money by Upgrading or Re-
purposing Your Old PC  

 
In an article titled, òRather than trashing that old PC put it to 

use,ó Bill Husted (The Register Guard 09/2011) outlines a few 
ways to reuse your PC instead of throwing it out or donating 
it. Believe me, youõd get more for your buck by reusing it, har-

vesting it for parts, or simply using it as a back -up. As Husted 
says, òThat old PC has more life in it than you think.ó Here are 

a couple points from his article that can be helpful to small 
businesses:  
 

¶ Youõve purchased a new PC or laptop, use your old ma-
chine as a back -up of your back -up. You can never, ever 
have enough copies of your data.  

¶ Make your old PC a hub for your wireless network and 
wireless printing network. You can purchase a faster wi -fi 

router and a single new printer and youõre up and running. 
òItõs often better and less expensive to have one really good 
printer than a gaggle of cheap ones. And having just one 

printer saves space,ó writes Husted. 
¶ Upgrade your old PC buy purchasing a bigger hard drive 

and/or adding memory to your computer. Both will speed 

up the machine and make it more useful to you; they both 
can be cheaper solutions than purchasing a new machine.  

¶  You can also try out a new operating system on the old 
machine to save space. Husted writes, òConsider getting rid 
of Windows and replacing it with a Linux operating system 

such as Ubuntu. That often will pep up that slow ma-
chine.ó 

¶ We must acknowledge that some computers really are 
busted. You can certainly harvest it for parts: Remove the 
hard drive and use it as an external hard drive, keep the 

monitor, keyboard and mouse ð they all can be used on dif-
ferent machines.  
 

Stay tuned for more money saving and greening your business 
tips.  

 
J. Averi Frost is a business consultant and staff writer/editor 
for OhioMBE and Ohio Business Beacon. To reach her, email 

averi@thinkaveri.com   

mailto:averi@thinkaveri.com
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$300 Million Reasons To Do  
Business  

With The City of Columbus  
 

 

 

 
 

Did you know that the City of Columbus spends over 
$300 million dollars a year in construction, goods and 

services and professional  services projects?   
Are you interested in learning how to  compete for 

these opportunities?  
 

Call 614 -645 -0248 or sign up by going to the follow-
ing link:  

http://vendorservices.columbus.gov/e -proc/  
 

Michael B. Coleman, Mayor  
Equal Business Opportunity Office, City of Columbus  

bid opps   business profile  
Columbus City Schools is seeking vendor proposals for 

telecommunications services as part of its 2012 E-rate filing 

effort.  Interested parties can find requirements and specifi-

cations on the District web site at 

www.columbus.k12.oh.us.  Request for Proposal documents 

are located in the For Vendors section of the web site 

MarketWyze 365  
 
Principal:     Sandee Hemphill  
Address:        1386 Urban Drive  
City/State/Zip:     Columbus, OH 43229  
Phone:      614 -949 -6188  
Email:       
sandee@marketwyze365.com  
Website:       
mwmarketplace.com  
Type of Business:       
Marketing Strategist; Content Marketing &                                                              
Repurposing; Speaker  
 
Years in Business:     2 
 
What Do you Do?      Low-cost Marketing Tactics for Biz. Growth; 
Content is chief medium (articles, blogs, tip sheets, ebooks, pod-
casts, etc)  
 
Major Projects or Clients:   
¶ Customers @ No Cost ð 20 no -cost marketing tactics  
¶ High Octane Content ð 8 ways to repurpose an article  
¶ MarketWyze One -Day Academy ð Market Research and other 

pressing marketing tactics  
 
Why did you go into business?   Alleviate marketing frustration 
and overwhelm; simplify marketing.                                           
 
What makes your business standout ?  Easy, step -by-step tactics    
 
Where do you see yourself in 3 to 5 years?   Marketing Academy  
 
What do you love about your job?  Seeing entrepreneurs getting to 
their ôAhaõ moment when they realize they CAN market their biz.  
 
Whatõs the worst part of your job?    Unfortunately, too many en-
trepreneurs have passion and skill but know little, if nothing, about 
how to get customers, keep customers, get repeat buyers, etc.  
 

The best business advice you received?    Never give up! Rewind, 
revamp, restructure ð but never give up!  
 
The biggest business mistake you made?  Trusting the sales 
hype.  
 
Tips for persons wanting to open a business:    
1) Research, research, research. Did I say research?  
2) Think Small. Find a niche and milk it!  
 
What would you like people to know about your company?  
Youõll always get more than expected; I practice Extreme Customer 
Care!  

 

TAM Construction Inc., welcomes MBE/WBE/DBE subcontractors & sup-

plier bids for the following projects: 

 

¶ Village of Coalton, Coalton OH Bid Date November 21, 2011 

 

¶ Vinton County ï Phase IV Water Distribution Improvements, McArthur, 

OH  Bid Date November, 21, 2011 

 

All plans may be reviewed at 6648 Hudnell Road, Athens OH 45701 or call 

our office at 740-592-5700 
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BlackShops.biz  
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Pick up your copy of  
OhioMBE at the     
following locations:  
 
Akron  
¶ Akron Urban 

League  
 

Cincinnati:  
¶ City of Cincinnati  
¶ Cincinnati BDS  
¶ African -American 

Chamber of  
Commerce  
 

Cleveland  
¶ City of Cleveland  
¶ Cuyahoga County Metropolitan   

Housing   Authority  
¶ Urban League of Greater Cleveland  

 
Columbus  
¶ COMBA 
¶ Creole Kitchen  
¶ COWIC 
¶ Livingston Avenue Library  
¶ MLK Library  
¶ Parsons Avenue Library  
¶ Shepard Library  
¶ Joeõs Pizza 
¶ SBA 
¶ Corinthian Missionary Baptist Church  
¶ Moses Law Office  
¶ Increase CDC  
¶ Small Business Development Center at 

Columbus State  
¶ Greater Linden Development Center  
¶ South Central Ohio Minority Supplier De-

velopment Council  
¶ Columbus State Community College  
¶ Franklin University  
¶ City of Columbus EBOCO  
¶ Economic and Community Development 

Institute  
¶ Columbus Urban League  
¶ Area Kroger Stores  
 

Dayton  
¶ Dayton Urban League  

 

North Canton  
¶ Walsh University  

 

Toledo  
¶ Economic Opportunity Planning Assoc.  
 


