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Publisherõs Note 

 
By Ronda Watson Barber - Publisher  
 
What will you do in 2012?  

 
It's almost 2012. As both consumers and 
business owners what did you do in 2011 to 
grow and support minority owned busi-
nesses? The success of small and minority 
businesses are vital to the growth of our 
economy and community.  
 
As a consumer, how did you support minor-
ity business in 2011?  Did you take the 
MBE holiday shopping pledge?  (OhioMBE 

 
Publishers (Continued on page 3) 

We wish you a very  
Happy Holiday  

Season and  
New Year  

filled with peace and prosperity.  
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OhioMBE is published by The 912 Group.  Copyright 
©2011.  All Rights Reserved.   

 

Ronda Watson Barber  
Publisher  
www.OhioMBE.com  
rbarber@the912group.com  
 
OhioMBE welcomes letters to the 
editor from readers.  Typed letters of 
200 words or less are preferred; all 

might be edited.  Each letter must include name, 
home address and daytime phone number.  

 
P.O. Box 533 |Granville, OH  43023  
614 -522 -9122 | news@ohiombe.com  
 
The 912 Group is an Ohio certified Minority Owned 
and EDGE business.  

Ohio Launches New Small Business 
Job -Creation Tool: InvestOhio  
 
Columbus, Ohio - The Ohio Department of 
Development, in collaboration with the 
Ohio Department of Taxation, announced 
the launch of In-
vestOhio, the $100 
million tax credit 
program designed to 
help eligible small 
businesses get the 
funds from investors 
they need to grow, 
succeed, and create 
jobs. The effort is ex-
pected to generate $1 billion in new invest-
ments in Ohio small businesses.  
 

 "Valuable capital has been sitting on the 
sidelines far too long and InvestOhio helps 
get these dollars into the game to help 
Ohio's small businesses take advantage of 
the emerging economic recovery," said 
Christiane Schmenk, Director of the Ohio 
Department of Development. "Governor 
Kasich and his team are pursuing innova-
tive jobs -creation strategies like InvestOhio 

Invest (Continued on page 5) 

òNew Incentive 
to Help Small 
Businesses 
Attract Capital to 
Grow and 
Succeedó 

Secretary of State announces December Business Profiles  
Featured companies offer Ohio -made gift ideas for the holidays  
  
COLUMBUS ð Secretary of State Jon Husted recently announced that as part of an ongoing 
effort to recognize the impact Ohio businesses have on our state, Decemberõs Ohio Business 
Profile will focus on òGifts from Ohioó for the holiday season.  
 
òProducts made by Ohio-based companies not only serve as great gift ideas for friends and 
family, but are also a way to support the local community and bolster the stateõs overall 
economy,ó Secretary Husted said. 
  
The companies featured this month make and sell potential holiday gift items. Offering eve-
rything from toys to treats, this monthõs featured businesses are sure to provide a variety of 
gift ideas for everyone on the shopping list.  
 
¶ Little Tikes ð Hudson, Ohio ð Founded in 1970, this company is an international manu-

facturer and marketer of high -quality, innovative children's products.  
¶ Baskets by Bonnie ð Columbus, Ohio ð Started in 1994, the company offers specialty gift 

baskets.  

¶ Bexley Pen Co. ð Columbus, Ohio ð Only writing instrument manufacturer still making 
fountain pens in the United States. Also manufactures roller ball and ballpoint pens.  

¶ Moochie & Co. ð Worthington, Ohio ð Locally -owned retailer of durable toys, healthy 
treats and fashionable apparel for the family pet.  

¶ The A.I. Root Co. ð Medina, Ohio ð Founded in 1869, this fifth -generation owned com-
pany manufactures designer candles and employs 150 people.  

¶ The Ohio Art Co. ð Bryan, Ohio ð Specializing in toys and metal lithography, this com-
pany was founded in 1908 and best known for the Etch -A-Sketch.  

¶ The Original Hartstone Pottery ð Zanesville, Ohio ð Manufacturer and retailer of dinner-
ware and accessories, specializing in Paint Your Own Pottery.  

¶ Robert Rothschild Farms ð Urbana, Ohio ð Retailer of gourmet foods that employs 55 

Profiles (Continued on page 5) 

Minority -Owned, Female -Owned and Small Business Open Houses  
 
On the first Tuesday of every month from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm the City of Clevelandõs Di-
vision of Purchasing and Supplies hosts open houses for minority owned, female owned and 
Cleveland small businesses. The purpose of these open houses is to educate attendees on 
how to compete for City business. Participants receive a tour of the Bid Room and meet one -
on-one with City Buyers assigned to purchase their type of products.  
 
For more information call 216.664.2620.  

Seven Principles of Kwanzaa  

 

¶ Umoja (Unity): To strive for and to maintain unity in the family, 
community, nation, and race. 

¶ Kujichagulia (Self-Determination): To define ourselves, name 
ourselves, create for ourselves, and speak for ourselves stand up 

¶ Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility): To build and maintain our community together and 
make our brothers' and sisters' problems our problems, and to solve them together. 

¶ Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics): To build and maintain our own stores, shops, and other busi-
nesses and to profit from them together. 

¶ Nia (Purpose): To make our collective vocation the building and developing of our community in 
order to restore our people to their traditional greatness. 

¶ Kuumba (Creativity): To do always as much as we can, in the way we can, in order to leave our 
community more beautiful and beneficial than we inherited it. 

¶ Imani (Faith): To believe with all our heart in our people, our parents, our teachers, our leaders, 
and the righteousness and victory of our struggle. 
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THE  L AW  ACCORDING  TO M OSES TM  

 
Buying and Selling a Business  
 
By Ambrose Moses, III  
 
As we near the start of a New Year, there are 
many people thinking about going into busi-
ness as part of their New Yearõs resolution.  
There are options besides starting a business 
from scratch.   
 
According to our friends at Nolo, each year, 
some 300,000 U.S. businesses change own-
ership. Most are small and mid -sized businesses, like retail stores, 
beauty salons, quick -print shops, restaurants, tax preparation ser-
vices, landscapers, electrical contracting firms, and modest manu-

facturing operations. If you're thinking about buying or selling a 
business and want to get the best deal possible, expect to do a lot of 
planning and preparation.  
 
Selling a Business  
No matter what kind of business you own --  a professional services 
company, a neighborhood bagel shop, or a home -based website that 
sells imported garden tools --  chances are good that there's an in-
terested buyer out there (assuming the price is right). But finding 
the right buyer and selling the business on favorable terms will re-
quire both planning and hard work. Many more businesses are for 
sale every year than actually sell.  
 
Your first step is considering whether you're ready to sell. Other 
steps will include understanding the sales process, preparing your 
company for sale, setting a price, seeking potential buyers, negotiat-
ing and preparing a sales agreement and other documents, and 
closing the deal.  
 
Buying a Business  
If you're planning to buy a business, you also have many factors to 
consider. These include whether owning a business is right for you 
or for your lifestyle, what the potential for success in the field you've 
chosen is, and the risks involved. Owning a business can mean that 
you have signed on for longer hours and more worries than you've 
ever experienced as a hired hand --  but if you succeed, the financial 
and personal rewards are yours to savor. And of course, if you own 
your own business, no one can fire you.  
 
Other things to consider include whether to buy a franchise or an 

independent business, how to find a business for sale, how to know 
whether the asking price is reasonable, and how to research the 
business's history and finances (what we lawyers call doing "due 
diligence").  
 
Enjoy Yourself!  
Whether you're selling your long -held business or buying a new one, 
enjoy this next, fresh phase of your life!   
 
Ambrose Moses, III  is an attorney with Moses Law Office .   

Email: info@MosesLaw.pro . Telephone: (614) 418 -7898.  

is encouraging shoppers to spend at least $25 with minority owned 
businesses during the holiday shopping season.)  
 
As a minority business owner, did you have a plan for success?  Did 
you work your plan?  Did you take classes to expand your knowl-
edge basis and increase your capacity?  Did you set up your website 
and other social networking options? Did you advertise your prod-
uct or service? Did you make sure that your LLC is complete?  Did 
you assess your accounting systems and processes and make im-
provements?  Did you review your business and marketing plans?  
Did you join trade associations or chamber of commerces to in-
crease your visibility and network?  Did you vote? Did you mentor 
or inspire a neighborhood kid?  Did you make purchases from other 
minority owned businesses?  
 
It takes a lot of work to be a successful business owner. There are 
lots of responsibilities and obligations. As we embark on 2012, what 
will you do to grow and expand your business?  
 
Start a movement!  Occupy Something!  
 
Time Magazine recently named òThe Protesteró as òPerson of the 
Yearó.    In explaining their decision, the magazine said, òIn 2011, 
protesters didnõt just voice their complaints; they changed the 
world.ó  As minority and small business owners, what are you in-
censed about?  Is it excessive credit card fees, unfriendly small 
business regulations, the lack of contracting opportunities or crazy 
banking fees?  So has anything made you mad enough to start a 
movement?  What's important enough or negatively impacts your 
business to the point for you to protest or voice your disapproval?  
One of the greatest things about our country is the right to have an 
opinion and more importantly the right to express it!   
 
Happy Holidays!  
 
The 912 Group and its associates wish you happiness and prosper-
ity this holiday season and throughout the coming year.   
 
Just my thoughts!  

Publisher (Continued from page 1) 

http://moseslaw.pro
mailto:info@MosesLaw.pro
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Ohio Business Development Group 
Webinar Wednesday 

 

¶ Is Your LLC Complete?  Do you have all 
the necessary components of a LLC?  
Whatôs an operating agreement?  Board 
meetings with myself?  January 11 @ 11:30 
am. 
 

¶ Copyrights, Trademarks, and Patents ï 
Learn the basics concerning copyright, 
trademarks, and patents for the protection 
of your idea expressions, your brand, and 
inventions. January 18 @ 11:30 am. 
 

¶ Contracts - All business owners enter into contracts. Learn about 
the basic elements of a sound contract. January 25 at 11:30 am 

 

Register at www.OhioBDG.com 
 

These are online events.  You will need access to the internet, a computer, a  
microphone and speakers to participate. 

www.OhioDiversityNetwork.com  
produced by  The 912 Group 

¶ Bid Opportunities  
¶ Calendar of Events  
¶ Certification Info  
¶ Resources  

Small Business Legal Aid Clinics  
 
Small Business Legal Aid provides the small business community 
with affordable access to quality legal advice and counsel on a wide 
range of business-related legal matters by an experienced, knowl-
edgeable and committed attorney. 
 
Initial consultations are $25 (up to 30 minutes) and will be available 
via webcam or in-person.  Walk-ins are welcome.  Appointments are 
preferred and given priority. 
 
Dates:  
¶ January 6, 13 and 20 - from 10 am to 1 pm 
¶ January 26  from 5 to 7:30 pm 
 
Please visit www.OhioBDG.com to schedule an appointment. 

 

Posted on www.OhioDiversityNetwork.com 

December 16 -  
COMBA - Business Basics. www.comba.com 
 
December 19 -  
ECDI - Food Safety Level 1 - www.ecdi.org 
 
December 20 -  
COMBA - Business Plan Writing - 
www.comba.com 
 
Licking County Business and Professional 
Women -  linda@bisbestrate.com 
 
December 29 - 
COMBA - Certification 101 - www.comba.com 
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business profile  
PriSõE Creations 

 
Principal(s):  PriScillia Sales  
 
Address: PO Box 9447 - Columbus OH 
43209  
 
Phone: 614 -370 -0868  
 
Email: pris.ecreations@yahoo.com  
 
Website: www.PRISECREATIONS.com   

 
Type of Business: Custom design hand 
painted glassware with matching personal-
ized carry case, wood trinket boxes and other misc keepsake items.  
 
Years in Business: 16 months  
 
What Do you Do? I am the Owner & CEO, and I currently run the 
company as a 1 woman show, which means I do EVERYTHING!  
 
Major Projects or Clients: City of Columbus High Schools, pending 
proposals with GM for the Corvette Museum and the Divine Nine to 
create merchandise for the Greek sororities and fraternities.  
 
Why did you go into business: I gave thank you glasses as gifts at 
my annual Motherõs Day Brunch not realizing they were collector 
items and not for use.  We wanted these same cute glasses to use 
without the painted images on them being destroyed.  This went 
from being a hobby into a growing business.  
 
What makes your business standout? Just about everything I do is 
personalized to a customerõs specifics wants and needs.  I also have 
the only catalog collection of Black Girl glasses.  
Where do you see yourself in 3 to 5 years? Creating my glassware 
for national sports league NBA, NFL, WNBA, for all the colleges and 
universities and so much more.  
 
Whatõs your main responsibility to the company? Again Iõm a 1 
woman show so I do EVERYTHING: painting, shipping, photogra-
phy, shipping, book keeping, shopping for inventory, vending, mar-
keting, promoting, and customer service  
 
What do you love about your job? Satisfied CUSTOMERS  
 
Whatõs the worst part of your job? The long hours 
 
The best business advice you received?  Donõt make rash decisions 
think about the long term effects of my choices and discover ways to 
make PriSõe Creations a household name.   
 
The biggest business mistake you made? Not having a functioning 
website, it was cute to look at but my customers were having a diffi-

cult time placing their orders, costly mistake.  
 
Tips for persons wanting to open a business: Research, research & 
then research some more. Find a successful business mentor and 
know that growing a business takes 100% dedication and your 
time.  Know how much of an investment you will need to start with 
and how will you come up with the capital.  
 
What would you like people to know about your company? Not to 
look at us as drinking glasses only, but to look at us for unique gift 
ideas for any occasion imaginable.  We also create awards and rec-

ognition gifts and more.  
 
Favorite book: Gangsta by Kõwan Foye 
 
Favorite musician: Verdine White from Earth, Wind & Fire  
 
Best place for a business meal: Places that are somewhat quiet and 
cozy like the Rusty Bucket or Zannibar  
 
Hobbies: Skating, reading, traveling, shopping  
 
Family: Married for 10 yrs to my awesome husband Rick Sales and 
we have two adult children Jeff HayGood II and Marseania Sales  
 

to recreate a jobs -friendly climate that will help get Ohio moving 
again in the right direction."  
 
InvestOhio encourages investments of up to $10 million in eligible 
small businesses in exchange for a 10 percent income tax credit for 
investments held for two years. Eligible small businesses must have 
less than $50 million in assets or less than $10 million in annual 
sales.  
 
Pre-registration for InvestOhio began on November 14, 2011 to al-
low investors and small businesses to familiarize themselves with 
the program. Registrants are eligible to submit applications begin-
ning at 8:00 a.m. on December 5, 2011 through the Ohio Business 
Gateway.  
 
For more information on InvestOhio, along with helpful tutorials, 
visit http://www.development.ohio.gov/InvestOhio/InvestOhio.htm.  

Invest (Continued from page 2) 

people and has been doing business for more than 30 years.  
  
The Ohio Business Profile was launched by Secretary Husted to 
raise awareness about companies registered and doing business in 
Ohio that are creating interesting products, offering outstanding 
service, contributing to their local communities and employing 
Ohioans in the process. Each month, a handful of diverse busi-
nesses linked together by a common theme are featured on the Sec-
retary of Stateõs website at www.OhioBusinessProfile.com. Here, 
Ohioans may also submit companies they feel are deserving of rec-
ognition in future months.  

Profiles (Continued from page 2) 

http://www.PRISECREATIONS.com
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bid opportunities  
Public Notice 
  

Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 307.86, 307.87, 307.92, and applicable codes 

of the Ohio Revised Codes (O.R.C.), public notice is hereby given that submittals 

will be received by the Three C Recovery and Health Care Network (COG), as in-

dicated below: Additionally, public notice is posted online at The Alcohol, Drug 

and Mental Health Board of Franklin County (FCADAMH), the Hamilton County 

Mental Health and Recovery Services Board (HCMHRSB) and the Alcohol, Drug 

Addiction, and Mental Health Services Board of Cuyahoga County (CCADAMHS) 

referred to as (BOARDS) in the RFP document, who jointly have formed a Council 

of Government entity, known as the Three C Recovery and Health Care Network 

(COG), are soliciting competitive sealed proposals for a Shared Healthcare and 

Recovery Enterprise System (SHARES) The COG will be the contracting entity 

and will be responsible for the administration and operation of the new information 

system or systems as a result of this procurement. 

  

Reference Number:  RHCN(COG) 2011-01 

  

Shared Health and Recovery Enterprise System (SHARES) 

  

Description: The Three C Recovery and Health Care Network (COG) is seeking 

proposals to develop a new health care management information system that will 

support management of client enrollment, benefit management, provider contract-

ing, payment processes, and utilization and outcomes management.  

  

Pre-Proposal Conference Date/Time: December 20th, 2011 at 10:00 am. (Video/

Teleconference) Video/Teleconference access information will be posted to the 

HCP Web Site. http://www.hcpllc.com/shares_rfp.htm 

  

Pre-Proposal Conference Location: This conference will be conducted as a WebEx 

and the bidder's conference call in information will be sent to all parties who return 

the Notification of Intention to Respond to RFP document and to others who re-

quest to attend.  

  

Opening Date/Time:   January 20, 2011 at 10:00 am 

  

Opening Location:   Alcohol, Drug Addiction Services Board of Franklin County, 

447 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 

  

Bids Will Be On File For Viewing Purposes Only At: Alcohol, Drug Addiction 

Services Board of Franklin County, 447 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215  

  

Obtain Documents Online At: http://www.hcpllc.com/shares_rfp.htm 

             

Submit All Responses To: Financial and Business Operations Team, Alcohol, Drug 

Addiction Services Board of Franklin County, 447 East Broad Street, Columbus, 

Ohio 43215  

  

Conditions of Receipt:  All submittals must be received in accordance with the re-

quirements set forth in the bid documentation. All proposals will be opened at the 

noted location. 

  

All Questions Should Be Directed To:  All questions must be received in writing on 

or before December 22, 2011 at 12:00 Noon, directed to Becky Novak Email ad-

dress: BNovak@hcpllc.com. The Responses to questions will be posted to the 

Health Care Perspectives website on December 23, 2011. http://www.hcpllc.com/

shares_rfp.htm.  

Notice to Vendors 
  

NOTICE TO VENDORS 

 

Columbus City Schools is seeking a debt collections vendor.  

Interested vendors must attend a mandatory meeting at 10:00 

a.m. on December 28 in the Purchasing Department at 737 

East Hudson Street, Columbus, Ohio.  More information can 

be found on the Districtôs web site at http://

www.columbus.k12.oh.us 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=he8xhmdab&et=1108951525941&s=3261&e=001ot7LMTncpLV6oEjIP-sOWcp8FyKq_RFcM8_Xj0uIYi7whdTRZjvmt5GIhzVEb4CHhGi6Rj7ypHypKIHxz4qb9FxD0Om3nK7YJ-aktrM8gBHRr80HGPe0-HML5_Raw262
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=he8xhmdab&et=1108951525941&s=3261&e=001ot7LMTncpLV6oEjIP-sOWcp8FyKq_RFcM8_Xj0uIYi7whdTRZjvmt5GIhzVEb4CHhGi6Rj7ypHypKIHxz4qb9FxD0Om3nK7YJ-aktrM8gBHRr80HGPe0-DTUgnmBC0Wi
mailto:BNovak@hcpllc.com?
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=he8xhmdab&et=1108951525941&s=3261&e=001ot7LMTncpLV6oEjIP-sOWcp8FyKq_RFcM8_Xj0uIYi7whdTRZjvmt5GIhzVEb4CHhGi6Rj7ypHypKIHxz4qb9FxD0Om3nK7YJ-aktrM8gBHRr80HGPe0-HML5_Raw262
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=he8xhmdab&et=1108951525941&s=3261&e=001ot7LMTncpLV6oEjIP-sOWcp8FyKq_RFcM8_Xj0uIYi7whdTRZjvmt5GIhzVEb4CHhGi6Rj7ypHypKIHxz4qb9FxD0Om3nK7YJ-aktrM8gBHRr80HGPe0-HML5_Raw262
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Special:  Design Your Own T-Shirt.  Buy 2 - Get 1 Free 

www.OhioShops.biz 


