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Are you Growing your Business?  
 
By Ronda Watson Barber 
 
Aside from the day-to-day activities of running 
your business, what are you doing to grow your 
company?  Being involved in the political proc-
ess is one way to expand your business opportu-
nities.  Many small -business organizations urge 
members to be politically active. They believe 
small-business owners can influence public pol-
icy and help the small-business community by 
being politically involved.  I witnessed first -hand 

 
Publisherôs (Continued on page 3) 

THE  L AW  ACCORDING  TO M OSES TM  

 
Labor Day 2011:  Is It Time For MBE/EDGE Solidarity?  
 
By Ambrose Moses, III 
 
It is Labor Day 2011.  During the past several months America has witnessed the power of union 
brothers and sisters uniting and standing up for a cause.  Oh, I know, skeptics are saying, ñThey only 
came out when their contractual collective bargaining rights were being attackedò.  And, maybe there 
is some truth to that.  But, the point is, there is strength in unity and numbers .  We activists like 
to call that Solidarity .  A peopleôs solidarity and action can influence and change things.  The People 
can stand up to the Establishment.  Did I hear someone say, ñAll power to the Peopleò?   
 
Letôs bring this home to Ohio MBE .  Should Ohioôs MBE/EDGE businesses ñunionizeò or at least de-
velop some Solidarity ?  What would happen if Ohioôs MBE/EDGE businesses united, assessed their 
situation, agreed upon a 10-point manifesto, and made specific demands upon government and big 
businesses?  Solidarity , my brother.  Think about it.   
What would happen if government and big businesses ignored or denied the MBE/EDGE businesses 
demands?  Can you say boycott?  Can you say Election Day? Solidarity , my sister. Think about it.   
 
Who stood up for you when you couldnôt stand up for yourself?  Who stood up for you when you didnôt 
know enough to stand up for yourself?  Who have you stood up for?  Who have you stood up with?  
Solidarity , my people.  Think about it. 
 
Frederick Douglass expressed, ñPower concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never 
will. Find out just what any people will quietly submit to and you have found out the exact measure of 
injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them, and these will continue till they are resisted 
with either words or blows, or both. The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those 
whom they oppress.ò   
 
Economic tyranny can be just as demeaning, damaging, and deadly as physical tyranny.   
 
How long are you gonna let them hold you down with their boots on your MBE/EDGE neck?  
 
Solidarity . 
 
Ambrose Moses, III is an attorney and founder of Moses Law, a law firm serving the needs of individuals, fami-
lies, small businesses, and nonprofit organizations.  Contact:  Email -info@MosesLawOffice.com .  Telephone - 
(614) 418-7898.     

mailto:info@MosesLawOffice.com
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The 912 Group is an Ohio certified Minority Owned and EDGE business.  

COMBA Construction College Rings in New Year  

The COMBA Construction 
College kicked off its training 
program for women and mi-
nority owned businesses.  
Twenty five companies will 
receive training from local 
construction companies and 
business professional on busi-
ness practices.  The 10 week 
course will provide informa-
tion on how to find projects, 
estimating, bidding, safety and 
field operations and account-
ing. 
 

The following companies are 
providing instruction:  Smoot 
Construction, Miles -McClellan 
Construction, McDaniels Con-
struction, Bricker & Eckler, 
Moses Law Office, Wesson 
Construction, Architectural 
Products Resource, Messer 
Construction, Working Part-
ners, Carter-Hudson, Ginger 
Cunningham & Associates and 
The 912 Group. 
 

 

Minority Whip Tracy Maxwell Heard encourages class par-
ticipants to increase their skills. 

Kim Ansah welcome the 2011 COMBA Construction 
College class and area dignitaries.  In attendance were 

Senator Charleta Tavares, Rep. Tracy Heard, Rep, Carlton 

Weddington and Lynn Stevens from Governor Kasichôs 
office. 

Horse Track Owners and State Disinvest in Ohioôs 
Workers, Small and Minority Businesses  
 
State Senator Charleta B. Tavares blasted the 
Kasich administration and the Ohio Lottery 
Commission for revising Video Lottery Termi-
nal (VLT) rules which would eliminate re-
quirements for Ohio Racetracks to contract 
with Ohio -based and minority businesses, hire 
local Ohio residents and protect young people. 
 
ñThe administration not only did not include 
language to be inclusive in our contracts with 
Ohio Racetracks but disinvests in our  busi-
nesses and our people and with purpose elimi-
nates language which insures that Ohio-based 
businesses, employees and minority busi-
nesses are included in these operations,ò said 
Senator Tavares.  ñTheir message to the unemployed and businesses in 
Ohio--you need not apply.  This goes counter to their jobs message and 
growing Ohio business mantra.  The talk of this administration does not 
mirror their actions.ò 
 
Lottery Commission spokeswoman Danielle Frizzi-Babb said language re-
garding minority and Ohio -based contracting requirements was deleted 
from the VLT rules to comply with separate Department of Administrative 
Services procurement rules. 
 
ñThis was a way to keep things in uniformity for all of state agency purchas-
ing,ò she said. 

Senator Charleta Tavares 

Secretary of State Announces New Voting  
program for military personnel  
 
Secretary of State Jon Husted recently announced the launch of a new 
program, Military Ready -to-Vote (MRV), a program designed to make it 
easier for military personnel to vote while in service to our country.  
 
ñThe brave men and women of our armed services often endure great 
personal sacrifice to defend the freedoms we enjoy, not the least of which 
is our right to vote,ò Secretary Husted said. ñThe MRV program will help 
ensure Ohioans serving in the military are able to remain active partici-
pants in our democracy regardless of where they are stationed during an 
election.ò  
 
Based on information from Ohioôs 88 county boards of elections, during 
the 2010 General Election, there were 5,670 military absentee ballots re-
quested and sent out statewide, of which, 2,509 were actually cast. Secre-
tary Hustedôs objective for MRV is to make it easier for soldiers who are 
Ohio residents to know what they need to do to participate and have their 
votes be part of the tally on Election Day. 
 
Through the MRV program, Ohio soldiers on active duty can register and 
vote, get reminders about upcoming elections and important deadlines, 
and get other voting questions answered all in one place. More specifi-
cally, soldiers who will be on active duty during an election will be able to 
request an MRV packet, which will allow them to register to vote and re-
quest an absentee ballot for all elections in one calendar year, using the 
same, Federal Post Card Application form. Under Ohio law, military ab-
sentee ballots are mailed out 45 days prior to the election.  

Military (Continued on page 6) 

As Price of Gold Spikes,  Dept, of Commerce Offers Advice 
to Consumers before They Sell Their Gold  
 
As the price of gold has continued to increase, many Ohioans are selling 
or considering whether to sell their gold contained in rings or other jew-
elry.  
 
ñBefore Ohioans sell their gold, we encourage them to work with dealers 
licensed by the State and operating in Ohio. By shopping around, Ohioans 
can obtain a reasonable price for their items,ò said David Goodman, Di-

Commerce (Continued on page 6) 
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The Racial Wealth Gap:  
Pay Yourself First . . . Please!  

 
By Ambrose Moses, III 
 
Last week we defined wealth as your assets minus your liabilities.  Now, 
how do we get some?  In a nutshell, the process will be to: increase your 
income, minimize your expenses, and save more of your money .   

 
1. Start today  by developing a habit of paying yourself first .  Every time you are paid, imme-

diately pay yourself 5% to 10% of the income.  Maybe from one check you can pay yourself 5%, and 
then 7% or 10% from the next one.  The goal is for this savings to be completely dedicated to 
wealth-building.  This is not your rainy day fund.  This is your wealth -building fund.  (You can put 
another amount aside for your rainy day fund.)  
 

2. Put those payments to yourself into a savings account and do not dip into it .  Interest 
rates on savings accounts are low, but at least you will be accumulating the savings and earning a 
little interest in the process.  Your goal simply is to accumulate these savings.  Over time, these 
savings will grow to be a substantial amount.   
 

I would even suggest that you utilize this basic savings strategy for yourself as an individual and also 
for your small business, be it a limited liability company or a corporation.   
 
You have the power.  You have the control.  Do not hesitate or delay.  Start today. Pay yourself first . . . 
Please! 
 
Be Fearless.  Be Free.  Build Wealth. 
 
Ambrose Moses, III is an attorney and founder of Moses Law, a law firm serving the needs of individuals, fami-
lies, small businesses, and nonprofit organizations.  Contact:  Email -info@MosesLawOffice.com .  Telephone - 
(614) 418-7898.     

Residual Income  
 
By Deon Cromwell  
 
In todayôs working economy, or lack thereof, Iôm convinced everyone needs 
multiple streams of income. A traditional job doesnôt pay enough and typically 
will never allow people to live their dream life. Not too long ago, ñexpertsò 
raised the U.S. retirement age to 70. Do you really see yourself working that 
long? 
 

Residual income is essential to building wealth. 
You do something once and get paid over and over. 
Itôs what  wealthy people do. Linear income results 
to no money if you donôt work. Several families are 
one paycheck away from financial turmoil if their 
income is cut short. Below is a look at the cash-flow quadrant. What side 
are you on? 
 
http://www.lesprosser.com/personal -development/article -5-cash-flow-
quadrant/  
 

There are several ways to earn residual income such as: referral marketing, writing a book, rental 
property and receiving royalties just to name a few. Residual income is one way to bridge the gap 
between wealth and income inequality.   
 
Deon can be reached at deoncromwell@ohiombe.com 

the passion of small business owners during a 
visit to Washington D.C. last spring.  Retailers 
and service providers from all over the country 
stood in front of the U.S. Capitol in the pouring 
rain to voice their opinion and comment on debit 
card swipe fees.  The fees have pitted small busi-
nesses against big banks and credit card compa-
nies. 
 
During my visit the our nationôs capital, small 
business owners visited with their elected con-
gressional representatives to convey the impact 
excessive swipe card fees have on their busi-
nesses and their ability to grow their companies.    
 
Do you vote?  Do you communicate your issues 
and concerns to your elected officials?  Do you 
contribute to political campaigns and support 
issues that impact your business and its bottom 
line?  Are you paying attention to what legisla-
tion is or isnôt being passed that may  have an 
effect your business?  Are you supporting advo-
cates of minority business? 
 
Just my thoughts... 

Publisherôs( Continued from page 1) 

mailto:info@MosesLawOffice.com
http://www.lesprosser.com/personal-development/article-5-cash-flow-quadrant/
http://www.lesprosser.com/personal-development/article-5-cash-flow-quadrant/
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Ohio Business Development Group 
Webinar Wednesday 

 
¶ How to File or Defend a Law-

suit.  Learn the basic steps in-
volved with filing a lawsuit 
against someone or defending a 
lawsuit that has been filed 
against you.  September 7 at 
11:30 am 
 

¶ Copyright, Trademarks, and 
Patents ï Learn the basics con-
cerning copyright, trademarks, 
and patents for the protection of 
your idea expressions, your 
brand, and inventions.  Septem-
ber 14 at 10:30 am  

 
¶ How to Set Up Your Corporate or LLC Record Book ï Learn the 

basics of how to prepare company minutes and resolutions and your 
corporate or LLC record book.  September 28 at 11:30 am  

 
 

Register at www.OhioBDG.com 
 

These are online events.  You will need access to the internet, a computer, a  
microphone and speakers to participate. 

Central Ohio WBC  
Networking Lunch  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Monday, Sept. 26 

11:30 am to 1 pm 
1393 E. Broad Street  

Network and share    re-
sources with other women 
business owners and re-
source service providers.  
Bring your lunch, network 
and learn!  

Register at www.CentralOhioWBC.com 

Training Opportunities at  

The Central Ohio Minority Business Association  

 
Certification 101.  Learn about the certification process, programs 
(MBE, DBE, EDGE and FBE) and what information is submitted with 
your application.  September  29 and October 6  
 
Walk-in Certification Assistance.  Need assistance with your MBE/
DBE/EDGE/FBE application?  Walk-in assistance is available on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.  September 8 and 15.  
 
Business Basics .  Do you have what it takes to be a business 
owner?  The discussion will focus on the business startup checklist, 
legal considerations, and marketing.  September 13  
 
Business Plan Writing .  This class will provide information on how 
to write a great business plan.  It will cover the three components of 
a sound business plan:  management, marketing and financial pro-
jections.  September 27 and 28.  This will be an online class  
 

Register at www.COMBA.com  
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The 912 Group and OhioMBE reach over 10,000  
minority, women and  disadvantaged businesses.   

 

Connecting you to the MBE  community.  

Letters to the 

Editor  
 

OhioMBE  welcomes 

letters to the editor from 

readers.  Typed letters of 

200 words or less are 

preferred; all might be 

edited.  Each letter must include name, home 

address and daytime phone number. 

 

¶ Bid Opportunities  

¶ Calendar of 

Events  

¶ Certification Info  

¶ Resources  
 

www.OhioDiversityNetwork.com  
produced by  The 912 Group 
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ñAs a U.S. Navy veteran, I am pleased to be working with Secretary Husted 
on the Military Ready -to-Vote, Ohio program,ò said State Representative 
Mike Dovilla.   ñOur objective in advancing this project is to ensure that our 
deployed troops are able to exercise one of our most important civic duties: 
the right and responsibility to vote.ò 
 
Recognizing that todayôs soldiers effectively utilize technology to stay con-
nected, the Secretary of Stateôs office, through the MRV program, will en-
able Ohio military personnel to sign up for electronic reminders via email 
and social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter. Additional infor-
mation, such as finding out what issues and races will appear on a ballot 
and viewing election results will be available online via OhioMilitary-
Votes.com. To help ensure each vote is counted, soldiers will also be able to 
track their completed ballots to ensure they were received and counted by 
local county board of elections. 
 
Knowing the success of the MRV program is largely dependent upon the 
ability to get this information into the hands of Ohioans serving in the mili-
tary, Secretary Husted is working with the Ohio National Guard and De-
partment of Veteranôs Services to utilize their communication channels, as 
well as to meet personally with soldiers preparing for deployment.  
 
"This initiative could not be more timely as Ohio prepares to deploy over 
2,200 Guard members this fall in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom,ò Ohio National Guard Brigadier General Robert Clouse said. ñThis 
would benefit our Soldiers and Airmen who are serving abroad on Election 
Day.ò 
 
ñWe were happy to partner with the Secretary of State on this important 
initiative,ò Ohio Department of Veterans Services Director Thomas Moe 
said. ñWe should do all that we can to make it easier for our deployed 
troops ï the veterans of tomorrow ï to participate in our system of govern-
ment.ò 

Military (Continued from page 2) 

rector of the Ohio Department of Commerce.  
 
The departmentôs Division of Financial Institutions licenses precious metals 
dealers in Ohio.   Before Ohioans decide to sell their personal items, the 
Ohio Department of Commerce offers the following consumer tips:  
 
¶ Consider contacting a neutral appraiser to appraise the value of the item  
 
¶ Work with licensed precious metals dealers (note: pawnbrokers can also 

purchase precious metals as well as retail jewelers whose purchase of 
precious metals are 25% or less of their annual retail sales)  

 
¶ Shop around and ask multiple businesses what they would be willing to 

pay for the gold  
 
¶ Ask each business for the weight they calculated for the precious metal  
 
¶ Think twice before mailing items out -of-state  
 
To determine if a business is licensed as a precious metals dealer or a pawn-
broker, Ohioans can check the Division of Financial Institutions website at 
www.com.ohio.gov/fiin/elicense.aspx  or call the Divisionôs Office of Con-
sumer Affairs at 1-866-278-0003.   If you suspect a business is not licensed 
and should be, please contact the Division of Financial Institutions at 614-
728-8400.  
 
The Department of Commerce has a publication to assist consumers titled 

ñWhat to Know Before You Sell Gold.ò The publication is available at 

www.com.ohio.gov/fiin/docs/fiin_DFISellGoldPreciousMetals.pdf or by 

calling 1-866-278-0003.  

Commerce (Continued from page 2) 

Why You Need Business Cards  
 
Have you ever been in a situation where you just bumped into a new per-
son? One you believed had the key to getting big business come your way 
but had barely one minute to explain what you do? Did this leave you feel-
ing so awful and empty? No need to worry, there is a solution. Business 
cards will ensure that you never miss out on such golden opportunities 
ever again. Business cards are small portable tools that are very essential 
for any business minded person. Because of its importance in sales allow 
me to give it a synonym. Let me also call it a selling card. Selling cards, 
though small can help your company in so many ways. Some of these 
ways include: 
 
Company image  
Image is about impressions and business cards give first impressions of 
the kind of trade you do. A good business card will give the impression 
that there is a high level of professionalism when it comes to your com-
pany operations, while not having these valuable cards indicate lack of 
professionalism, especially where you have to write your contacts on a 
piece of paper. Having selling cards of low quality also puts you on the 
wrong scale and for these reasons; there is need for individuals to have 
professionally designed cards in order to have a good company image. 
 
Networking  
We all have busy schedules, some with thousands of 'what to do' lists. 
This makes it very difficult for us to remember all the personalities that 

we meet. Selling cards come in handy aiding us in networking with other like
-minded people. Selling cards do not take much of your time; all you need is 
to give the cards to people you meet in events and other functions you at-
tend. The result is that you get networked. Professional selling cards are self 
explanatory and one may refer to it later when need arises or even refer 
other people to you by giving them your cards. They act as reference mate-
rial to those that come across them. 
 
Contacts  
When your company contacts are known by many, then there is room for 
new trading opportunities. Business cards make this possible. Aside from 
giving people the knowledge of the trade you do, professionally designed 
cards also show them how to reach you. They indicate the address of the 
company, location as well as the telephone numbers. This means that even 
those who get your cards from third parties are able to contact you directly. 
Irrespective of the type of business you do be it online business or a business 
stationed at a particular location. Business cards are a must have. 
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Place your bid  
notice here!   

614 -522 -9122  

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Columbus Regional Airport Authority in-

vites you to visit ColumbusAirports.com to 

sign-up for RSS feeds to automatically receive 

notifications of new bid opportunities and re-

sults. 

$300 Million Reasons To Do Business  
With The City of Columbus  

 

 

 

 
 

Did you know that the City of Columbus spends over $300 million dollars a year 
in construction, goods and services and professional  services projects?   
Are you interested in learning how to  compete for these opportunities?  

 
Call 614 -645 -0248 or sign up by going to the following link:  

http://vendorservices.columbus.gov/e -proc/  
 

Michael B. Coleman, Mayor  
Equal Business Opportunity Office, City of Columbus  

bid opportunities   
Legal Notice 

 
Sealed bids for Janitorial Service for 880 E. 11th Ave and 1407 Cleveland Ave. 

May be obtained by contacting the Purchasing Department of the Columbus Metro-

politan Housing Authority until 11:00 a.m. September 14, 2011. Walk through tour 

at both locations scheduled for September 01, 2011 at 10:00 am and 2:00 pm. 

Specifications may be obtained at 3075 E 14th Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43219 or by 

calling 421-4434, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday. 

Legal Notice 

 

Sealed Bids For Asset Liquidation Services May Be Obtained By Contacting The 

Purchasing Department Of The Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority Until 

11:00 Am, September 19, 2011. A Pre-Submission Conference Is Scheduled For 

September 14, 2011 At 11:00 Am. Specifications May Be Obtained At 3075 E 14th 

Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43219 Or By Calling 421-4432, 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M., 

Monday - Friday. 

Bid Notice 

Walsh/Atkinson JV ï is soliciting bids for 

EASTERLY TUNNEL DEWATERING PUMP 

STATION, Contract ETDPS Project No. 

1105.  We encourage bids from qualified MBE/

WBE/SBE subcontractors/suppliers for all trades 

including: Special Inspection, Surveying, Demo-

lition, Excavation, Site Utilities, Site work, Site 

Paving, Landscaping, Rebar, CIP Concrete, Ma-

sonry, Structural/Miscellaneous Metals, Rough/

Finish Carpentry, Waterproofing, Insulation, 

Roofing, Sealants/Caulking, Doors, O/H Doors, 

Glass/Glazing, Painting, Signage, Louvers, 

Hoisting Equipment, Process Equipment, Proc-

ess Piping, Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical and 

Controls Contact Mike Crumley, 3011 W. Grand 

Blvd., Detroit, MI 48202.  313-873-6600. Fax: 

313-873-6633. mcrumley@walshgroup.com  

For up-to-date  
bid information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.OhioDiversityNetwork.com 

tel:313-873-6600
tel:313-873-6633
mailto:mcrumley@walshgroup.com
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marketplace   

Larryõs Lawn Care 
Larry Roberts 

President 
 

1106 E. Main Street 
Columbus, OH 43205 

 
614-596-1256 

theplanforyou@yahoo,com 

A Green Company 


